
VOICES OF 
INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES IN 
MALAYSIA



01 / To recognize indigenous peoples deserving of rights 
enshrined in the UNDRIP, and to respect indigenous land 
ownership rights:

Lands, territories and resources (LTR) are integral to their social, 
cultural, economic, spirirual and political identity and survival.

• Give effect to Malaysia's adoption of UNDRIP at the UN 

General Assembly

• Recommendations are in National Inquiry Report on Land 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples by SUHAKAM



02 / To give full effect to the UNDRIP domestically to give it 
force of law; respecting the right to self determination and 
empowerment:

promote democracy and unity in the selection of indigenous leaders; non-interference of 
the state in traditional systems

Paternalistic policies and policies requiring that Orang Asli village heads be appointed 
according to guidelines set by JAKOA, for example, subverts the political freedom and 
customary institutions of indigenous peoples.

• Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) on any developmental agenda, in 

accordance with the UNDRIP and their customary political practices 

(Adat).

• Federal and state governments must fully comply with court judgments 

that have set precedent and clearly uphold native titles and customary 

land rights



03 / Grounded, genuine and complete reporting of the 
realities faced by indigenous peoples:

Failure by authorities to gazette and the de-gazettement of Orang Asli reserves and 
native customary rights (NCR) lands (Orang Asli)

Forced displacement from ancestral lands (Sarawak, all indigenous)

Relocation schemes or large clearance of natural ecosystems for cultivation in the 
name of economic development or poverty reduction schemes (all indigenous)

• Major gaps in baseline data, due to the limited capacity of the Department of 

Statistics or even JAKOA

• This involves having structural indicators (adoption of laws and policies, 

institutional coherence), process indicators (efforts such as budget allocations, 

training,etc) and outcome indicators (actual enjoyment of the benefits of 

development policies). 

• Paying attention to their narratives, because many realities cannot be sufficiently 

conveyed merely through numbers.


